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Clean Water Act Turns 30

Utahns, Americans
Hold Monitoring Day

From coast to coast and justabout  The national effort was part of

every place in between they came ouicelebrations to mark the 30th
on Friday October 18, 2002 to test  anniversary of the Clean Water
the water. Senior citizens, youth Act.

groups, schools, businesses and Utah monitoring celebrations

governmentagencies wentto local
water bodies to take partin the first

national water quality monitoringday. gnd Bear Lake in the north.

ranged from Monument Valley and
St. George inthe southto Logan

Utah's Clean Water
Program Pre-dates CWA

Water Quality.
In 1953 the Utah State Legislature
October 18 marked the 30 passed the first state water quality

anniversary of the Clean\Water ACt g gis|ation, nearly 20 years before the
(CWA), alandmark piece of legisla- o qerallaw. Sowhile the nation is

tionthat has gone along way toward assessing 30 years of accomplish-

cleaning upthe nationswaterways.  mants, Utah looks ata half century of
ButinUtahwe hadaheadstart. 51 according to Ostler. Some of

“While the nationis celebrating 30 (¢ g4rly milestone successes include.
years of accomplishment, here in e  1950—Firstmunicipal

Utahit's almost50years,” said Don \4ste\ater treatment plant con-
Ostler, director, Utah Division of structed

e 1953—Utah Water Pollution
Control Act passed. Act sets water
guality standard and treatment
requirements for the firsttime,

e 1964—Lastmajor Utah city
gets waste water treatment plant,

e 1965—Federal Water
Quality Act passed, providing grants
for municipal wastewater construc-
tion,

e 1965—Majorsewered Utah
communities achieve secondary
treatment,

e 1972—Federal Clean Water

See "Utah Water
Quality” on page 2

Highlights

Groups Work to Preserve
Jordan River Wetlands..page 2

Provo High Students go to

national W.Q. Youth
Summit

Utah has many beautiful, mostly pristine
areas like this one, but many watersheds
have been overused and degraded.
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"Utah Water Quality" ally-recognized concentrated animal
continued from page 1 feedingoperation (CAFO)strategy. Groups Band Together to Protect

The approachofallowingpotential  Jordan River Wetlands
Actpassed. Major legislationde-  CAFOstime to correct problems and

signed to stop pollution from businessavoid being regulated as a point A group of private and governmensigned the document, vows support
andindustry, municipalities,anda  source has been applauded by EPAagencies fromthroughoutthe valley from state environmental and natural
variety of land uses. as amodel for other states to follow.have joined together to protectthe resource agenciesin the multi-

The Actspelled outtoughregula-  ButOstler points out that Utah still few remaining wetlands and uplands jurisdictional effort.
tions and enforcementforindustrial faces alot of water quality challengesfthe Jordan River. Intight budgettimes the forumwill
and municipal polluters. These pointsfor the future. The group called the Jordan Rivernot seek new state funding. Instead
sources, asthey are called, werethe e  TotalMaximumDailyLoad natural Areas Forum signed a the group will try to better use the
firstprimary focus ofthe legislation.  plans mustbe writtenandimple-  "memorandum ofunderstanding"in  fundsthatcities, environmental
In1987, arevised versionofthe  mentedthroughoutthe state. Ostler October designed to focus efforts at organizations and federal agencies
CWA provided a mechanism for believesthatthis willbe one ofthe  preserving those few remaining already have accessto. The effort
funding cleanup of nonpointsources major challenges facing water quality natural areas along the river corridormay also tap into the state's LeRay
(NPS). administrators over the nextfew Signatoriesinclude mayorsofall  McAllister Open Space Fund.

“We’ve gota handle on point years. Thatiswhythe DWQ is the cities that share the Jordan River's In a report two years ago, the

sources because we've spent aboutiooking toward findingwaystofund  banks, environmental organizations, forumidentified 1,500 acres of
$500 million,” Ostlernoted. “Ifwe  severallocal water quality coordina- the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ~ Jordan River wetlands and uplands,
did that for nonpoint sources we torsto help with TMDL development and the U.S. Natural Resources  most of them south of 12300 South,
coulddoalot.” andimplementation. Conservation Service. as having good wildlife habitatand
Utah has spentabout$14.5million e  Storm water Phase Il re- While the memorandum contains worthy of preservation.
since 1990 cleaning up and trying to quirements willaffectmorethan70 no mandates or penalties, organizers So far, about 300 of those acres
preventNPS. communities and several more small believe it is the most workable optionhave been secured, mostly through
Since NPS is notregulated and is construction sites. Every one of thosavailable. land purchases by private environ-
alotmore diffuse and widespread communities mustobtain permits,and "It's unforceable and voluntary, butmental groups and the Central Utah
than are point sources, NPS is muchwrite and implement plans forcon-  hopefully agoodthing,"said Joan  Project mitigation commission. The

harder toisolated and prevent. trolling storm water runoff. Digiorgio, planner for the Utah forumis stillworking on getting the
Despite the uphill battle, Utahis e Utah'srapidly growing Reclamation Mitigation and Conser- other 1,200 acres.
making strides in the areas of water-population will continue to put vation Commission, afederalagency Priorto Mormon settlement, there

shed assessment and restoration. Optessure on Utah’s established citiescharged with mitigating environmentalwere an estimated 12, 480 acres of
ofthe 178impaired watersin Utah, andburgeoningcommunitiesalike. damage caused by the Central Utahhigh quality wetlands and upland

56 water quality plans have been  Notonly willcommunities face Project water development project. habitat.

completed. pressure fromincreasing stormwater Utah Governor Mike Leavitt
Improvements have been made inrunoff, they will also face additional

both point source and nonpoint volume and demands on wastewater

source watersheds. Forexample, treatmentfacilities.

watershed restoration effortsinthe e Utah's CAFO strategy, like
Little Bear Riverdrainage in Cache the TMDL program, isonatight
county hasresulted inmeasurable timeline dictated by EPA. The state
water quality improvements. While  wantsto continue to help local

there are some point sourcesinthe coordinators and commodity groups
Little Bear watershed, much ofthe finish assessing farm animal opera-
work has beenwith NPS pollution  tions and make needed improvements
from agriculture and other sources. onschedule.
Onthe other hand, much of the e Thedivisionalsowantsto Utah waterShed
improvements along the Jordan Riveplay a key role in shaping the use of
have come from point source cleanupapidly increasing USDA environ-

andregulation. Biochemical Oxygen mental quality fundsthat could goa R e VI e W

Demandintheriverhasbeenre- longwaytoward controlling agricul-

ducedfrom 27 milligrams perliter  tural contributionsto Water POIUION | Editor .....suussscsesessssssesesssssassssssssssassesssssssaeas Jack Wilbur
(mg/l)in 1948, to nearly O now. problems throughout Utah.
Utah has also developed a nation-

Editorial Review

Cary G. Peterson, Utah Commissioner of Agriculture and Food,
Don A. Ostler, director, Utah Division of Water Quality,
George Hopkin, Utah Department of Agriculture and Food,
Mike Reichert, Utah Division of Water Quality
Roy Gunnell, Utah Department of Agriculture and Food

Comments and Concerns

Contact:

Jack Wilbur
email: jackwildur@utah.gov
(801) 538-7098
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Provo Students Make Waves with Water Project

(Provo Canyon, Utah) - AProvo way we will have successisifwe like to participate in a similar project, the Utah Division of Water Quality’s
High School science teacher and hisincrease our knowledge of water  please contact Shelly Quick at (801) Adopt-a-Waterbody program.

students embarked onanexciting  pollution and committo change 538-6516 for more information about
four-month quest not knowing how it personal habits.”
would allend. They spent their Robinson said their projectbarely

summer on the Provo River, collect- scratched the surface compared to
ing samples ofthe waterfromthe  what others are doing. So, why the
Uintah Mountains allthe way down go to all the effort? “The Provo River
to Utah Lake. They wanted to know is our life blood,” Robinson said. “The
one simple thing: Isthe water quality river is in good shape, butwe need t
of the Provo River good orbad?  take better care of it.”

Whatthey discovered pleased There’s stillmore to be done. This
them—and concernedthem. After project produced 20 spin-off projects
collecting water samples at 30 sites that Robinson and his students can’t
alongthe river and analyzing the datayait to begin. “The Provo River has
they concluded thatthe Provo River been the best teaching tool I've ever
is generally in good shape, especiallyhad, and my students are excited
near Jordanelle Dam. However, as about doing more,” he said.
the river meanders to more populated To help with the Provo River
areas, the quality ofthe waterde- - project, _ROblnSOI‘I recruited abOUt_ Provo High School teach Ty Robinson and some of his students show off an award
gra‘?’ﬁs S?mEWhat- hadal seven high school StUdenItS but f(al((jj they received at the Utah NPS Conference in Vernal in September.

“The cleanestwaterwehadall  that as many as 50 people worked ol - .
summerwas justbelow Jordanelle  some aspec% oftheproject. They EPA Administrator Celebrates
Dam,” Said“science teacher Ty consulted waterexpertsfromthe  SWA Ann iversary in New Jersey
Robinson. “Itwas cool, clearand  Central Water Conservancy District o
had good oxygen content. Not and Utah Division of Water Quality. ~ Onthe nationallevel, U.S. Envi- Wastewater treatmentfacilities, more
surprisingly, the dirtiestwaterwasin In addition, Robinson was able to useonmental Protection Agency Admin-than 97 percent (201 million people)
Provo. Butoverall, theriver is clean.”the hydrogeology lab at Brigham  istrator Christie Whitman celebrated are served by secondary or better

Inaddition, Robinsonand his Young University (BYU)toanalyze the 3@anniversary ofthe Clean ~ treatment. Theseimportantadvances
students confirmed thatwhatgoes  their samples. The students also useWater Actand the establishmentof Inwastewatertreatmentconstitute
down storm drains impacts the healtian electron microscope atBYUto ~ National Water Monitoring Day. At one ofthe majorachievementsin
of theriver. Stormdrains capture  take pictures of diatoms, aunique  the same time, Whitman announced modern American public health;
water flowing across streetsand  formofalgae. that President George W. Bushtoday ®  theClean Water Act permit
parking lots. As it flows, the water “'mreally proud of what my declared Oct. 18, 2002 as the start Program hasresultedin the reduction
picks up trash, dirt, oil, animal waste students have done,” Robinson said.of the observance of the Yearof ~ 0f 700 billions of pounds of pollutants
fertilizerand otherthingsleftbehind  This pastweek, Robinson and fouClean Water, through a Presidential N0 longer discharged into waterways;

by motor vehicles, people and of his students attended the Youth  Proclamation. ° the natior_1 is close to achiev-
animals. This polluted water, known Watershed Summitin Maryland Whitman praisedthelandmark  ingitsgoal of halting overallwetlands
as runoff, goesdirectly into our where they presented their project. Clean Water Actlegislation, enacted loss; _ '
streams, lakes andrivers. Runoff  While there, they also participated in 30 years ago on Oct. 18, 1972, e inthe pastdecade, the United

pollution affects fish and other wildlife a watershed study of the Chesapeak@hirty years ago, many of America’s States has preserved, restored and/or
and can also contaminate drinking  Bay, visited the Smithsonian Environ-waters had become too dirty for ~ created hundreds ofthousands of
water supplies. mental Research Centerandthe  swimming, fishing and drinking. acres of habitat nationwide as part of
“We saw evidence of runoff Baltimore National Aquarium and mefToday, thanks largely tothe Clean  the National Estuary Program;
pollution toward the end of the Provawith First Lady Laura Bush and EPA Water Act, the nation’s waters are * the nationis using th.e 80
River where the population baseis  Administrator Christie Todd once again, safe, healthy and clean. anniversary as an opportunity to
located,” Robinson said. “Thatpart Whitman. These achievements are unparallelediecommitto making all waters
ofthe river receives water fromstorm The Youth Watershed Summitwasn the world.” fishable and swimmable.
drains.” partof a national celebration to Whitman celebrated the30 _
Robinson and his studentsalso  commemorate the 30th anniversary ainniversary in New Jersey with October 18th was also designated
learned that water conservation the federal Clean Water Act. In Utah students from Alexander D. Sullivan National Water Monito_ring_Day to
makes adifference. Unnecessary ~ Gov. Mike Leavitthas signed a School, PS#30. The Administrator acknowledge the contributions of
water use notonly contributesto  declaration establishing October 200and students monitored waterat ~ more than halfamillion volunteers
water shortages but also adds to theas “Clean Water Month” and 2002 asiberty State Park. who regularly monitor water quality.
volume of wastewater thatmustbe the “Year of Clean Water.” The anniversary marks a milestonel 0day, thousands of citizens, students
treated by sewage treatmentplants.  Information onthe Youth Water-  inthe nation’s efforts to protectand Volunteerwater monitoring organiza-
Conservation helpspreservethe  shed Summitis available onthe restore valuable water resources.  tionsand water professionals from
environmentby decreasing pollution. Smithsonian Environmental ResearchAmong the accomplishments under around the country will be monitoring
“The Provo River Watershed will Center’'s Web site at the Clean Water Act: their local rivers, streams, lakes, pays
retain its high quality and beauty if wewww.serc.si.edu. The Websitefor e thefederal governmenthas andwetlands. Additionalinformation
improve our efforts to protectit,”  America’s Clean Water Foundation, provided morethan$80billionin  onthe 30 Anniversary, National
Robinson said. asponsor of the summit, is wastewater treatment assistance to WWater Monitoring Day, the Year of
Don Ostler, director of the Utah  www.acwf.org. For more information the states and localities. In1968, ~ CleanWater and anniversary activi-
Division of Water Quality, echoes  onthe “Year of Clean Water,” pleaseonly 86 million people were served  tiesis available altittp:/
that sentiment. “Inthistime of sub-  visitwww.yearofcleanwater.org. by modern sewage treatment. TodayWww.epa.gov/water/
stantial population growth, the only Ifyour school or community would of the 207 million people served by yearofcleanwater .
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Groups Work Together to Monitoring
Great Salt Lake Watershed

i

= i, L
From the headwaters of Big Cottonwood Creg ':-ﬁ.-l:_!_i;.f:
to the mouth of the Jordan River volunteer group e
gathered on October 18, 2002 to monitor the
water as part of a special focus on the Jordan Ri
watershed inthe middle of the national monitoring
day.

The special organized effort was the brain childc
of Jeff Salt, the self-proclaimed Great Salt Lake =
Keeper and aquatics director for the Great Salt =
Lake Audobon Society. 5 e

Saltwanted to use the day as an opportunityt %
raise awareness of the importance of the Clean s e
Water Act and show how water changes asit [ =« j”“‘
moves through awatershed. NE

Usingthe Bendinthe River, Urban Treehouse "= 7=+
along the Jordan River atabout 1200 South as tﬁ'&'
command center, Saltand a4th grade classfrom.~. "
nearby Riley Elementary School, recorded data =5 +%
phoned in from other sites and conducted theirown - -
tests. Carh
Most of the volunteer groups in Utah and arouﬁ&,ﬂﬁ';'
the country used simple test kits made available by -
the organizations sponsoringthe Yearof Clean g &
Water activities.

Thankstothe US Geologic Survey, the Riley
Elementary kids also got to conduct tests with a _ _ _ o _

‘Jdents from Glendale Middle School in Salt Lake City use testing kits owned by the school to test for dissolved

tsrfopuhslzf;gée”ggydro'ab machine that costs Sevegéygen and other pollution indicators. They are testing at the Peace Trees site (approximately 1600 S. and 1200 W.)

o along the Jordan River as part of the watershed-wide coordinated effort.
Fourth grade teacher Joy Gasperinihas been

bringing studentsto the river for years.

"Being out here lets them take pride
and asense of ownershipinthe
community they live in," said Gasperini
"It'salso a chance for children to start
tothink aboutthe environmentthey
live in; taking care of the water and thé
airandthose kinds of environmental

e

Jeff Salt, the Great Salt Lake Keeper, and fourth grade students from Riley : S AR s T
Elementary School in Salt Lake City stand at the bend in the river site along the Late in the day Salt put on waders and to various sites
Jordan River at about 1100 S. They receive and record data from the other sites retrieving shopping carts and other debris from the river.

along the river via a cell phone. More than a dozen sites reported.
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